2019 Alumni and Supporters Agriculture Travel Program
FFA has partnered with Agrotours to offer the new FFA Alumni and
Supporters Agriculture Travel Program. Up to 48 alumni and supporters
can participate in the inaugural travel program that will take participants
on a tour through the Netherlands and Germany July 1-10, 2019.
THE COST IS $3,650 PER PERSON, PLUS AN ESTIMATED AIRFARE OF
$1,100 (DEPARTING FROM NEWARK, N.J.).
What’s included in the trip?
o Hotel accommodations for eight nights.
o Meals per the itinerary (eight breakfasts, four lunches and four dinners).
o Entrance fees, sightseeing tours and agriculture site visits per the itinerary.
o Transportation in private motor coach from arrival to departure.
o Accompaniment of an English-speaking tour guide from arrival to departure.
Not included:
o Drinks with meals.
o Porterage.
o Gratuities for guides and driver.
o Travel insurance (recommended).
Flight schedules and fares will be available 11 months before the tour (Agrotours can also help
book flights into Newark, N.J., on an individual basis).
It costs $695 extra for a single room.
A $500 deposit is due with the registration form to secure a spot.
o Forms and deposits should be sent to:
Agrotours, Inc.
P.O. Box 29130
Richmond, VA 23242
o Checks should be made payable to Agrotours, Inc.
o The terms and conditions for the cancellation policy can be found here:
https://agrotours.com/termsconditions/.
Feb. 1, 2019, is the registration deadline.
May 1, 2019, is the final payment deadline.
Alumni and supporters can contact Agrotours with questions: (888) 224-8687 (2AGTOUR) or
info@agrotours.com.

National FFA Alumni and Supporters
Agriculture Travel Program
Netherlands and Germany
Tentative Itinerary
July 1-10, 2019
Day 1
Monday
D*

Day 2
Tuesday
B*, L, D

Gateway City – Amsterdam.
Gather at Newark International Airport, and check in for your
overnight flight to Amsterdam, Netherlands. Dinner and feature film
on your flight across the Atlantic.
Amsterdam – Leiden.
A light breakfast is served before arrival into Amsterdam’s Schiphol
International Airport. Clear EU customs and immigration, and then
meet our English-speaking Dutch guide outside the customs hall.
She will meet you at the “Cube” meeting point, a huge red and
white cube in Schiphol Plaza.
Board our private coach and our first stop is to Kaasboerderij van
Veen, a third-generation farm set on 34 hectares in Zoeterwoud.
Using milk purchased from a neighboring farm, the family produces
various ages of cheese, including cheese in the shape of a tulip! We
will enjoy lunch on the farm.
After our visit, we transfer to our hotel and check-in to our rooms.
You have some time to rest.
At 6:00 PM, we meet in the hotel lobby and walk to Greek
Restaurant Rhodos for a welcome dinner. [Turfmarkt 5, 2312 CD
Leiden]
After dinner, we return to our hotel for overnight.
Overnight at:
Golden Tulip Hotel or similar
Schipholweg 3
2316 XB Leiden
Tel: +31 (0)71 408 3500
www.tulipinnleidencentre.nl

Day 3
Wednesday
B, L, -

Leiden – Middenmeer – Amsterdam – Leiden.
Breakfast at the hotel. This morning we go to Then we continue to
Middenmeer where we visit Agriport A7, a newly developed
horticultural area. This new project includes a 100 hectares
business park and a high-tech greenhouse park of 850 hectares.
Thanks to the clustering of large-scale production of fresh
vegetables, processing and logistics, Agriport A7 is regarded as the
most modern Agropark in the world. There are highway
connections to Schiphol Airport, Rotterdam Harbour and Germany,
which means that the fresh products can enter the Western
European market within a few hours after harvesting. Lunch on the
farm.
This afternoon we arrive in Amsterdam for a one-hour canal
cruise through the unique UNESCO World Heritage canal district.
Feast your eyes on the elegant merchants’ houses dating from the
Golden Age, the fabulous gables, beautiful churches, the iconic
Magere Brug (Skinny Bridge) and many more highlights.
We also have a visit to the Anne Frank House, where Anne Frank
and her family hid from the Nazis during WWII and where she
wrote her famous journal.
Return to our Leiden hotel. Dinner on own.
Overnight at:
Golden Tulip Hotel or similar
Schipholweg 3
2316 XB Leiden
Tel: +31 (0)71 408 3500
www.tulipinnleidencentre.nl

Day 4
Thursday

Amsterdam – Aalsmeer – Honselerdijk – Hoek van Holland –
Rotterdam.

B, -, D

Early start this morning, check out, pick up your breakfast box,
then board the coach at 6:15 to drive to Aalsmeer. Arrive at 7 AM
for a guided tour of Royal FloraHolland, the world’s largest flower
auction. The Netherlands is the heart of the international
floriculture sector. It has an intricate and high-quality network of
companies, ranging from breeders and growers to sales experts
and export firms, representing every aspect of the business. The
Netherlands is the place where supply and demand come together,
from Europe and beyond. The FloraHolland flower auction plays a
key role in the Netherlands, where its position as marketplace
fulfills the role of matchmaker, intermediary and knowledge center.
Our next visit is to Tomato World in Honselersdijk. Tomato World
is an experience center that expresses the great value of Dutch
horticulture and shows how knowledge, innovation and technology
contribute to the solution of the world food challenge. More than 80
different tomato varieties are grown in this greenhouse. Not only do
the size and shape of the tomatoes differ, but also the smell and
skin, as well as the leaves. They range in color from yellow, pink,
orange and tiger tomatoes and even peach. We have lunch in the
restaurant.
Then we continue to Hoek van Holland (Hook of Holland), a town
in the southwestern corner of Holland, at the mouth of the New
Waterway shipping canal into the North Sea. We have a guided tour
of the Keringhuis, the Public Water Management Information Centre
about flood risk management in the Province of Zuid-Holland, and
the impressive Maeslant Storm Surge Barrier, which was built to
protect Rotterdam and surroundings from flooding and is a great
piece of Dutch civil engineering in their struggle against the water!
The Keringhuis shows how the Dutch still manage to keep their feet
dry. The Maeslant Storm Surge barrier is the last part of the Dutch
Delta Works and is the world’s largest moveable barrier. This
impressive construction cannot be described in words, only
experienced.
Continue to Rotterdam and check-in to our hotel for dinner and
overnight.
Overnight at:
Cruise Hotel SS Rotterdam or similar
3e Katendrechtesehoofd 25
Rotterdam
Tel: +31 (0)10 297 3090
www.ssrotterdam.nl

Day 5
Friday
B, - , -

Rotterdam – Bleiswijk – Delft – Kinderdijk – Rotterdam.
This morning after breakfast at the hotel, we depart for Bleiswijk.
Here we have a visit to Anthura, [Anthuriumweg 14, 2665 KV
Bleiswijk], to see their modern glasshouses. The company
specializes in orchids and anthurium.
Next, we travel to Delft, where we enjoy the Royal Delft
Experience. Royal Delft is the last remaining earthenware factory
from the 17th century. Here the renowned Delft Blue is still entirely
hand painted according to centuries-old tradition. You will discover
the complete history and production process of Royal Delftware,
see a painting demonstration, explore the Delftware museum
collection and wander through the factory where craftsmen are
busy producing the products.
There is time to explore Delft at your leisure and get lunch on own.
We have an afternoon visit to Kinderdijk, a UNESCO heritage site
of traditional Dutch windmills. Learn about the construction and
maintenance of the “ground sail” mills, and how windmills have
saved Holland from flooding. In the Netherlands today are still more
than 1,000 mills. Nowhere in the world one finds as many windmills
as near the village of Kinderdijk where around 1740, no less than
19 sturdy mills were built. They are well preserved to the present
day. The mills drain the excess water from the Alblasserwaard
polders - which are situated below sea-level, after which the water
is sluiced into the river Lek (the Rijn). The powerful mill sails serve
to transmit the force of the wind on to large paddle-wheels which
scoop up the water. Nowadays power-driven pumping engines do
the job, including one of the largest water screw pumping-stations
in Western Europe. The Foundation "Wereld Erfgoed Kinderdijk"
maintains and preserves the windmills in Kinderdijk. The
preservation is not limited to the windmills themselves, but also
covers the area in which the windmills are situated.
Return to Rotterdam for a city tour, including a visit to Markthal,
a residential and office building with a market hall underneath. Be
sure to check out the 11.000 m2 artwork by Arno Coenen,
named Hoorn des Overvloeds (Horn of Plenty). The artwork shows
greaty enlarged fruits, vegetables, seeds, fish, flowers and insects.
Dinner on own, possibly at Markthal.
Overnight at:
Cruise Hotel SS Rotterdam or similar
3e Katendrechtesehoofd 25
Rotterdam
Tel: +31 (0)10 297 3090
www.ssrotterdam.nl

Day 6
Saturday
B, L, -

Rotterdam – Cologne.
Check-out after breakfast, and today we drive into Germany.
We arrive in Cologne in time for lunch. Cologne, a 2,000-year-old
city spanning the Rhine River in western Germany, is the region’s
cultural hub. A landmark of High Gothic architecture set amid
reconstructed old town, the twin-spired Cologne Cathedral is also
known for its gilded medieval reliquary and sweeping river views.
The adjacent Museum Ludwig showcases 20th-century art,
including many masterpieces by Picasso, and the Romano-Germanic
Museum houses Roman antiquities.
In the afternoon we have a guided visit to Cologne Cathedral,
Episcopal Church of the Archdiocese of Cologne and a UNESCO
World Heritage Site.
Check-in to our hotel, and the balance of the day is free to rest or
explore the area on your own.
Overnight at:
Steigenberger Hotel Köln or similar
Habsburgerring 9-13
50674 Cologne, Germany Tel: +49 221 2280
https://www.steigenberger.com/en/hotels/allhotels/germany/cologne/steigenberger-hotel-koeln

Day 7
Sunday
B, - , D

Cologne – Heidelberg.
Enjoy an unforgettable day of River Rhine sightseeing! We travel to
Koblenz, where you have the opportunity to take a cable car ride to
see the Ehrenbreitstein Fortress on the east bank of the Rhine. Head
inside the magnificent fortress to learn about its history as a strategic
defense building during the Napoleonic Wars and World War I.
Then we head to the pier to board the boat and relax on a 2-hour
cruise along the scenic Rhine, the longest river in Germany. Enjoy live
commentary and take in the scenic panorama of the majestic castles,
churches and vineyards on the shoreline along the way to Boppard.
Upon arrival in Boppard, a former Roman fort, visit any of the local
attractions — like Karmeliterkirche, a Gothic church on the riverside;
Bodobrica, an old Roman garrison with more than 20 defensive
towers; or the Boppard Hamm vineyards, to name a few.
At the designated time, meet back at the coach and we continue to our
Heidelberg hotel for dinner and overnight.
Overnight at:
Leonardo Hotel Heidelberg City Center or similar
Bergheimer Str. 63
69115 Heidelberg, Germany
Tel: +49 6221 5080
https://www.leonardo-hotels.com/leonardo-hotel-heidelberg-city-center

Day 8
Monday
B, L, -

Heidelberg.
Breakfast at the hotel, then we transfer by motor coach to Mannheim
(approx. 20 km). Here we have a visit to the John Deere tractor
factory. We will check out the John Deere forum where the whole
product range of John Deere can be seen. We will also tour the John
Deere Museum, and before we leave, there is time to browse the
souvenir shop.
We continue to a private winery for lunch and wine tasting.
In the afternoon, we return to Heidelberg for a guided visit of
Heidelberg Schloss (castle), including a ride up the mountain railway.
During the tour, you have a chance to stroll through the lovely castle
gardens, and see the Heidelberg Tun, the “World’s Largest Wine
Barrel.” Enjoy the beautiful views of Heidelberg City from up on the
mountain!
We return to the hotel, and dinner is on own this evening.
Overnight at:
Leonardo Hotel Heidelberg City Center or similar
Bergheimer Str. 63
69115 Heidelberg, Germany
Tel: +49 6221 5080
https://www.leonardo-hotels.com/leonardo-hotel-heidelberg-city-center

Day 9
Tuesday
B, -, D

Heidelberg.
Breakfast at your leisure and the morning and early afternoon are free
for sightseeing and shopping!
About 4 pm, board the coach at the hotel for a visit to Herr
Schumacher’s Bierhelderhof Angus farm just outside Heidelberg.
Inspect the cattle and pastures, and then meet in his restaurant for a
wonderful “farewell” dinner – Angus of course!
Overnight again in Heidelberg.
Overnight at:
Leonardo Hotel Heidelberg City Center or similar
Bergheimer Str. 63
69115 Heidelberg, Germany
Tel: +49 6221 5080
https://www.leonardo-hotels.com/leonardo-hotel-heidelberg-city-center

Day 10
Wednesday
B, L*, D*

Heidelberg – Frankfurt – Gateway Airport.
Pack your souvenirs, grab a quick breakfast, and we are on the
autobahn again for the short ride to Frankfurt’s International Airport.
Say auf wiederseh’n to your guide and driver, and then check in for
your flight. Flight details TBA.
Welcome home and thanks for traveling with Agrotours!

© Agrotours Inc. 2000-2018. This itinerary is prepared for the exclusive use of National FFA Organization.
Latest revision 3/22/2018

NOTES:
MEAL CODE: B = breakfast; L = Lunch; D = dinner; S=snack; *airline meal; **assumes with
hosts.
Breakfast includes coffee or tea; for other meals beverages are ordered and paid separately.
We reserve the right to substitute technical visits if circumstances require.
The passenger is responsible for the validity of passports, visas, or other entry documents
required for international travel.
We request that you read the terms and conditions that apply to your tour. You can find it online
at: www.agrotours/termsconditions.
Many of the technical visits are hosted by people who give their time quite freely. A small gift on
behalf of the passengers is appreciated and considered good etiquette.
Tipping: Tour managers and coach drivers should be tipped the equivalent of $2-5 per person per
day in the currency of the host country. It is recommended that this be done when your tour
manager or driver completes their responsibility and leaves the group. Appointing a tour member
to take up a collection is recommended.
[011] before phone number must be used when calling from the USA.

Please print!

National FFA Alumni and Supporters
Tour of the Netherlands and Germany
July 1 – 10, 2019

Name exactly as it appears (or will appear) on passport [first, middle, last]

Name as you want it to appear on badge

Date of birth: Mo – Day – Year

Male/Female

Mailing address

City

ZIP

(

)

Home phone
(

State

E-mail address

)

Cell phone

Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number

If you have any dietary restrictions or medical conditions of which we should be aware, please indicate below:

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
Cancellation ninety days [90] or more prior to tour departure will receive full refund of deposit paid, less a $150
cancellation charge per person.
Cancellation between thirty [30] and ninety [90] days will forfeit the initial deposit amount, and may also be
subject to Supplier* cancellation fees.
Cancellation within the thirty [30] day period prior to departure will not be refunded, except in the case that the
participant can be replaced.
We recommend that Participants take advantage of travel insurance, available through Agrotours.
*The Supplier is an airline, hotel, charter coach company, restaurant, museum or entrance fee, guide, or
unrecoverable administrative charges.

I acknowledge that I have read and understand the cancellation policy. W e advise that you read our full “Terms
and Conditions” at https://agrotours.com/termsconditions/.

Signature

Date

Return this completed form and a check payable to Agrotours [please include the note “FFA Alumni”] in the
amount of $500 for each person to:
Agrotours, Inc.
P.O. Box 29130
Richmond, VA 23242

