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Wisconsin to Host Regional Development Conference Alumni Members 

The National FFA Organization is bringing professional, personal, FFA Alumni and Supporter leadership de-
velopment to members throughout the nation. Knowing that not everyone can attend annual national events, 
National FFA Alumni and Supporter staff are traveling the nation to host Regional Development Conferences. 
These events are meant to engage individual members, local Alumni leaders, state Alumni leaders, agricul-
tural educators and others involved with agricultural education.  Wisconsin will be hosting one of these con-
ferences in Madison on September 21- 22, 2018. The conference is free and open to any interested mem-
bers. 

The conference format allows for networking and socializing with fellow FFA Alumni and Supporters, idea 
sharing and collecting feedback to address obstacles, learning and training in areas of advocacy, leadership, 
chapter business operations and more. The schedule is as follows: 

Friday, September 21: 6 – 9 pm -  State Leaders Training  

Saturday, September 22: 8 – 8:30 am - Conference Check-In and Networking  
        8:30-10 am - I Can (FFA Alumni Member Development)  
        10:15-11:45 am - We Will Grow Leaders (Agricultural Education/FFA Program/Student Development)  
        11:45 am-1 pm - Lunch  
        1:00-2:30 pm - We Will Build Communities (Business Operation, Community Partnerships and  
  Nontraditional Alumni Chapters)  
        2:45-4:15 pm - We Will Strengthen Agriculture (Advocacy for Agricultural Education and Civic  
  Engagement)  
        4:15-5:00 pm - We Will Help (Questions and Answers)  
 
More information can be found at https://www.ffa.org/support/alumni/events.  Registration will open on July 
30 and close September 9.  The exact location is still to be determined based on the number of attendees, 
but all registrants will receive a final email confirming details.  There are some rooms being held at  Madison 
Marriott West and Convention Center, 1313 John Q Hammons Dr, Madison, WI 53562 on a courtesy block 
until August 30  for those who will be arriving on Friday night and needing a place to stay.  Their phone num-
ber is 608-831-2000. 

WI FFA Alumni Council members are working hard to support Ag 

Ed departments and Alumni chapters throughout the state.  Do 

you know who your council representatives are?  They would 

love to come to one of your chapter events. Contact information 

may be found at http://wisconsinffaalumni.org/contact.php. 

https://www.ffa.org/support/alumni/events
http://wisconsinffaalumni.org/contact.php
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Council Corner 

Greetings From  
2018-19 President,  
Mark Ladsten 
 
Hello FFA Alumni members, 

I hope that you were able to either attend the State 
FFA Convention or see the success that your stu-
dents had while in Madison. While there, I had the 
privilege to greet the FFA Members, FFA Alumni 
members and other guests on Wednesday morning 
at the fourth general Session. I spoke about a 
phrase that my mom always says, “It takes a      

Village”. 

Growing up I never really thought about that phrase 
and what it meant. When I was getting ready for the 
convention everything became clearer. I had a lot of 
people help me get to where I personally am today; 
we have all had people help us get to where we are 
today. If that is family, a career, FFA, or FFA Alum-

ni, it has taken a village. 

As FFA alumni we need to make sure we are there 
for our students, FFA Advisors, and Ag Teachers to 
ensure they have everything they need to be suc-
cessful. Whatever our strengths are, there is always 
some way to use them to help our FFA programs 
be successful. Maybe we can help coach a judging 
team, help supply cookies for an event, or be some 
muscle to move things around for the program. We 

can all be a part of the village we call FFA. 

This summer the National FFA Alumni and        
Supporters will also be increasing Lifetime member-
ship dues. I encourage each and every one of you, 
if you haven’t already, to become a Lifetime     
member to ensure the future is bright and the     
village is there to help FFA members years down 

the road. 

Thank you for all you do and for being a part of my 

village! 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni Busy at 

State FFA Convention 

The Wisconsin FFA Alumni council met for their 
quarterly meeting at the convention in Madison this 
year.  Several council members served as judges 

for various events.  Wisconsin FFA Alumni was a 
sponsor for the state FFA Creed Speaking and 
state Extemporaneous Speaking Leadership Devel-
opment Events and our Executive Council mem-

bers were on the stage to present those awards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Council members hosted 2 workshops and had a 
display at the Expo where they were able to interact 

with FFA members.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, special Congratulations to President Mark 
Ladsten who received the state Honorary FFA    

degree at the convention.   
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Lifetime Membership Dues  
Increase Soon, Beat the  
Deadline! 
 

Now is the time to invest in a Lifetime Membership 

with the Wisconsin Association and National FFA 

Alumni organization if you have not already done so.  

You may join today and beat the price increase.     

National dues will be increasing by $ 40.00 after July 

15th so get your check sent today.  The total package 

is $ 310.00 today and that includes $ 160.00 for     

national dues and $ 150.00.  That will increase to          

$ 350.00 for the 2018-19 roster cycle. 

A portion of the lifetime dues at the national and state 

levels are invested to generated funds for scholar-

ships and leadership events.  So, a lifetime member-

ship is a lifetime commitment and investment in the 

organization.  If you are interested you may visit  

StayForeverBlue.com to learn more! 

If you want to join as a lifetime member yet, you  

simply may do the following: 

1. Send a check for $ 310.00 to Wisconsin FFA 

Alumni, W2680 US Hwy 10, Granton, WI 54436. 

2. Include the following information with your check: 

      Name as you wish it to appear. 
      Mailing address 
      Current personal email 
      FFA Alumni Chapter which you wish to have     
                 local membership with. 
 
3. Make sure that the mail is postmarked by July 15, 

2018 to guarantee time for roster processing. 
 

It doesn’t matter if you’ve ever belonged to FFA, or if 

you’re currently involved in production agriculture. All 

you need is an interest and believe in the advantages 

of agricultural education, and the FFA, to be an FFA 

Alumni! Join the type of membership that keeps on 

giving today. 

 

The 2017-18 State FFA officer team retired their FFA 

jackets for Alumni blazers at the conclusion of       

convention.  They are all lifetime members. 

 

FFA Alumni to be at FFA Sectional 

Leadership Workshops Again 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni leaders are busy making plans 

for workshops again to be held in conjunction with the 

FFA fall leadership workshops held in each section.  

We started this last year and hope to make it grow 

with greater attendance this year.  The dates will be 

announced soon so watch for updates as to times 

and locations for your area and make plans to attend. 

 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni Takes to   

Social Media 

Do you want to stay current with Wisconsin FFA 

Alumni activities?  Do you have something happening 

at your local FFA Alumni chapter that you would like 

to share with other Alumni chapters?  Please be sure 

to check out our following social media sites: 

 Facebook - Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association 

 Twitter - WIFFAAlumni 

 Instagram - wisconsinffaalumni 

Also, please be sure to check out our webpage after 

August 1.  We are doing a major update of all the in-

formation and will be including links to national FFA 

Alumni once they have their updates complete. That 

address is www.wisconsinffaalumni.org.  

 

http://stayforeverblue.com/
http://www.wisconsinffaalumni.org
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State FFA Alumni Convention 

Planning Under Way 

Sections 1, 2, 3 and 7 are busy making plans for an 
awesome State FFA Alumni Convention to be held 
February 8 & 9 in Stevens Point.  Keep watching for 
more information as it gets closer.  If you are inter-
ested in being a sponsor for the convention please 
contact Cheryl Steinbach at                                       
execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org for more infor-
mation. 

 
 

 

 

State and National Grants 

Available 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni has 2 grants available for lo-
cal FFA chapters.  The updated applications will be 
available by August on our webpage 
www.wisconsinffaalumni.org.  Be sure to check 
them out.  The first grant is the Chapter Support 
grant where Alumni chapters can get money to help 
support a program that they are working on with 
their local FFA chapter.  The second grant is for New  
or Reactivated Alumni chapters to help get them 
moving forward.  We recognize that there are a lot 
of potential needs out there and we encourage you 
to consider a grant. 
 
Congratulations to Brillion and West Salem/Bangor 
FFA Alumni  chapters recently received reactivation 
grants. 
 

National FFA Alumni also has several grants availa-
ble.  There are different categories including        
Creating an Alumni chapter, Improving an Alumni 
Chapter, Partnerships between Alumni and FFA 
Chapters and Give Back to your Roots grants.  All   
of these grants may be found at                 

www.FFA.org/AlumniGrants.  Congratulations to 
Weyauwega-Fremont and Wisconsin Heights FFA 
Alumni chapters who have been recipients of the 
national grant this year already.  The next deadline 
for national grants is September 4, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni Vice President Rudy Kaderly 
and Sectional Representative Bobbie Jo             
Montgomery spent the day at the Wisconsin        
Association of Agricultural Educators (WAAE)      
Professional Development Conference in Appleton 
this past week, sharing our story of Advocating for     
Agriculture Education and how the Alumni is there 
to help the agriculture instructor. 
 

Calendar of Events 
July 10 - 12 - Farm Technology Days - Wood  

 County, Marshfield.  Stop and visit the Team 

 Ag Ed Booth. 

July 15 - Postmark deadline for all lifetime member-

 ship requests. 

July 15 - Deadline for chapters to request to be  

 affiliated for 2018-19. 

July 16 - FFA Foundation Northwest Golf Outing at 

 Wild Ridge Golf Course - Eau Claire 

July 17 - FFA Foundation Northeast Golf Outing at 

 Mid Vallee Golf Course - De Pere 

July 23 - FFA Foundation Southern Golf Outing at 

 Pleasant View Golf Course - Middleton 

September 4 - Postmark deadline for all National 

 FFA Alumni legacy grants. 

September 21-22 - Regional Development  

mailto:execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org
http://www.wisconsinffaalumni.org
http://www.FFA.org/AlumniGrants

