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What kind of FFA Alumni member are you?
The National FFA Alumni and Supporters has developed a new campaign to help FFA Alumni individuals
be the best FFA Alumni that they can be. We currently have over 23,000 members in Wisconsin and
some of them fall under just one category, others under a few categories and still others that fill all five.
Which ones are you and what goals can you set to help you achieve the most success in those roles?
1. Fan - Young alumni who may not yet have the resources for large donations or the experience to
volunteer as mentors, but support FFA by posting on social media, talking to peers about FFA, and
inspiring others to support FFA .
2. Mentor - Within FFA, alumni mentors have been in the workforce for a few years and have a passion for sharing this experience with others to provide support, advice, and guidance to student
members. We encourage you to reach out to a local chapter and share your experience.
3. Advocate - Alumni who openly support FFA on a national, state or local level. An FFA Alumni and
Supporters chapter helps to rally the local community around agricultural education and FFA
activities. FFA alumni and supporters chapters also provide a helping hand to FFA advisors in
coordinating activities for the local FFA chapter.
4. Volunteer - These Alumni contribute time or talent to provide a service to FFA at the local, state or
national level.
5. Donor - There are many ways an Alumni can give back to the FFA. Every gift, no matter the size,
helps to sustain and grow the mission and programs that FFA provides to more than a half-million
young people.
To be sure to remain informed about what is happening at the National FFA Alumni level, you may sign
up for their FFA newsletter at https://www.ffa.org/alumni-and-supporters/join-alumni/.
To learn more about the personal benefits and discounts of being an Alumni member, check out the
link for Forever Blue Membership https://nffabenefits.enjoymydeals.com.
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Council Corner
Greetings From
2019-20 President,
Cari Sabel

Thank you for your continued support of Wisconsin
FFA and Wisconsin FFA Alumni. Keep looking for
opportunities to advocate for our FFA students and
advisors, and encourage your local alumni chapter
and others to “Work as a Team in 2019”!!!

Please feel free to contact me personally with any
question or concern you may have; I am always
here for you, your alumni chapter, agricultural student and instructors. My email is
It has been a busy four months since the 2019 Wis- csabel@wisconsinffaalumni.org.
consin FFA Alumni Convention in Stevens Point and
taking over the reigns as your President. I am truly Wisconsin FFA Alumni Was Busy at
humbled and honored to serve this organization
State FFA Convention
that is so near and dear to my heart. As a
Statewide Council, we have already met in March
The Wisconsin FFA Alumni council met for their quarterand June to dive into our work on your behalf in
ly meeting at the convention in Madison again this year.
2019. For the first time in a number of years, we
While there they had the opportunity to meet and interhave full representation from all ten sections!
act with the FFA members at the career expo. Several
Thanks to the many dedicated souls that helped fill council members also served as judges for various
all of these positions.
events and chaperones for the tours. We offered two
workshops for members and Alumni as part of the conSo far, we have met all of our new Section Reps,
established new committee chair people, reviewed vention as well.
& set goals for each committee, joined a task force
with Team Ag Ed, reviewed our Strength, Weakness, Opportunities, and Threats (SWOT) analysis,
initiated Strategic Planning for short and long term
goals, continued 2020 convention planning, organized for 2021 convention planning, and early steps
are in place for 2022 convention as well. I am really
excited about the exceptional leaders we have in
place to Work as a Team in 2019!

We just finished FFA convention in Madison in midJune and it was truly my pleasure to be able to represent Wisconsin FFA Alumni. It is such an important place for us to be! From welcoming over
3000 participants to convention, telling our story,
congratulating WLC scholarship winners, representing Alumni Statewide as a GOLD sponsor,
judging CDE/LDE contests, conversing with FFA
Students at the Career Expo, hearing from new and
experienced agriculture educators alike about their
students’ successes & challenges, networking with
workshop attendees, handing out the blue Alumni
jackets to our outgoing State Officer team, and welcoming in the new team for 2019-2020; each and
every moment was an opportunity for ALUMNI to
be seen and heard. I encourage you to attend convention every year that you can.

Wisconsin FFA Alumni was a Gold Convention Partner
sponsor, contributing $ 5,000 to help conduct the convention and sponsor recognition for the youth. Several
of our council members were on the stage to present
various awards and recognition throughout the event,
including presenting blazers to the retiring officers.
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Congratulations to State FFA Alumni
Leaders!

Mark it on your calendar now, as it proves to be a
great weekend event.

Current FFA Alumni State President Cari Sabel was
the recipient of the Wisconsin FFA Honorary State
Degree at this years state FFA convention in June.
Former council member Ken Natzke was also honored by being inducted in to the FFA Hall of Fame.
Ken served the Wisconsin FFA alumni council for
many years, including as President. He also served
as the National Alumni President and on numerous
national boards.

The committee has been working hard and is excited
to report the following information thus far. We will
be having a Friday night fish fry at Vincent High
School in Milwaukee. It is a non-traditional Ag High
School that has six full time ag teachers, with all of
the students coming from the inner city of Milwaukee.
Saturday evening our entertainment is being sponsored by Stoughton FFA Alumni and Boehlke Hardware. It is a dueling guitar show called Song Blast
that comes highly recommended.

Donations for the convention are coming in but we
still need a lot more. Among the donations we have
received so far are two Henry Golden Boy Rifles
made right here in Wisconsin! They will be custom
engraved with the 40th Anniversary Logo and part
of the auction. Something new for this year is that
we will be utilizing an online auction leading up to
Congratulations to the many FFA chapters and
the convention. Our hope is to reach more potential
individual FFA members recognized at the state FFA bidders. In addition, we are planning to have an
convention. We are excited to learn that each of
online auction, coming in September. This way we
the newly elected FFA state officers have a local
can get people familiar with the online process and
Alumni chapter back home to support them. These be ready for the one the week before the 2020
include: Collin Weltzien - Arcadia, Ryan Erickson Convention. Be sure to watch the upcoming newsBarron, Lindsey Augustine - Ellsworth, Curtis
letters, website and social media for all the convenWeltzien - Arcadia, Grace Morrissey - Shullsburg,
tion updates.
Emily Sheehan - Parkview, Jared Mack - Sauk Prairie,
Daniel Clark - Spencer, Lydia Williams - Shawano,
Joe Schlies - Denmark and Michelle Stangler Watertown.
The State Winner in the National Chapter Award this
year was the Denmark FFA.

40th Anniversary Convention Planning
Underway
Milwaukee Marriott West in Waukesha will be the
site for the 40th Anniversary Celebration, Convention and Annual Meeting of Wisconsin FFA Alumni
on January 31—February 2, 2020.
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FFA Alumni to be at FFA Sectional
Leadership Workshops Again
Wisconsin FFA Alumni leaders are busy making
plans for workshops again to be held in conjunction
with the FFA fall leadership workshops held in each
section.
We started this two years ago and hope to make it
grow with greater attendance this year. The dates
will be announced soon so watch for updates as to
times and locations for your area and make plans to
attend. They are always held near the current state
officers’ chapters.

Wisconsin FFA Alumni Social Media
and Website Update
Do you want to stay current with Wisconsin FFA
Alumni activities? Do you have something happening at your local FFA Alumni chapter that you would
like to share with other Alumni chapters? Please be
sure to check out, like and/or follow, our social
media sites:
• Facebook - Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association
• Instagram - wisconsinffaalumni
Also, please be sure to check out our webpage after
August 1. We are doing a major update of all the
information and will be including links to national
FFA Alumni once they have their updates complete.
That address is www.wisconsinffaalumni.org. This
new webpage will be app friendly for smart phones.

Regional Development Conference
National FFA Alumni and Supporters is once again
sponsoring several Regional Development Conferences throughout the nation. There is one coming
State and National Grants Available
up in Randolph, Minnesota on July 26-27, 2019.
Friday night July 26 is geared for state council memWisconsin FFA Alumni has 2 grants available for
local FFA chapters. The updated applications will be bers and state leaders, but Saturday July 27 is for
any and all interested FFA alumni members.
available in August on our webpage
www.wisconsinffaalumni.org. Be sure to check
them out. The first grant is the Chapter Support
grant where Alumni chapters can get money to help
support a program that they are working on with
their local FFA chapter. The second grant is for New
or Reactivated Alumni chapters to help get them
moving forward. Wisconsin FFA Alumni wants to
help the local alumni chapters throughout the state.
National FFA Alumni also has several grants available. There are different categories including
Creating an Alumni chapter, Improving an Alumni
Chapter, Partnerships between Alumni and FFA
Chapters and Give Back to your Roots grants. All
of these grants may be found at
www.FFA.org/AlumniGrants.

This is a hands-on leadership conference geared to
help demonstrate how just one member, as an advocate, fan, mentor, volunteer or donor can greatly
impact FFA at the local, state or national level.
For more information or to register, go to https://
www.ffa.org/event/regional-developmentconference-minnesota/

Congratulations to Randolph FFA Alumni who was
just named the recipient of a Legacy Partnership
Grant. The next deadline for national grants is
September 3, 2019.
The Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association, Inc. strives to be Wisconsin's premier agriculture education advocate. We support the local FFA
Alumni Chapters so that they are better equipped to assist their local community, agriculture instructor(s) and agriculture youth.

your current email address so that they can update it on
the roster, since national and state correspondence is all
done electronically today. We have had several members tell us they never hear anything from us anymore,
Josh Rusk, National FFA Alumni Executive Director,
and when we look up their status, there is no email
shared with our members who attended the state FFA
Alumni convention, that Wisconsin is now the only state listed on the roster.
that is not at 100% affiliation fee for FFA alumni dues. If You may direct any membership questions or concerns
your chapter is already affiliated, that automatically re- to Cheryl Steinbach at execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org.
news each year and the fees are $ 100.00 national, unWe value each and every FFA Alumni member and want
less you have 25 or more lifetime members, plus $
you to know we are here to assist you to be the best
250.00 state, for a total of $ 350.00. This annual fee
alumni member you can be.
allows a chapter to have as many annual members as
they want, without charging them annual dues. Any
chapter that is not yet affiliated, but would like to transfer to that membership option, must do so by July 29,
2019, for the 2019-2020 roster year. Once the new year
begins, August 1, you can not choose the affiliation option until the next year.

IMPORTANT FFA Alumni
Membership Information

Lifetime membership remains an option for everyone as
well and it is a lifetime commitment and investment in
the organization. The one-time cost of $ 350.00 is
invested at the state and national levels and those funds FFA Foundation Golf Outings
generated are used to sustain the various programs
The Wisconsin FFA Foundation invites the public to
offered. This fee includes $ 200.00 for national and
support Wisconsin FFA at its three summer golf outings
$ 150.00 state dues.
to be held this July in Eau Claire, De Pere and Middleton.
Annual dues will remain at $ 20.00 this next year,
Each event benefits the Foundation's annual fund, a
$ 10.00 national and $ 10.00 state.
cornerstone of financial support for Wisconsin FFA and
It is very important to note that the deadline for mem- agricultural education in the state. Together these golf
bership has now changed for the 2019-2020 year.
outings are the Wisconsin FFA Foundation's largest
Rosters should be submitted as soon as possible after
annual fundraiser, raising $40,000 in 2018.
August 1, 2019 in order to ensure that your members
The outings are an 18-hole, best-ball scramble format
remain in active status. Nationals automatically renews
for teams of four golfers. Dates are as follows:
the lifetime and associate members on the roster, but
as of July 31, all annual dues paying or annual affiliation • Monday, July 15: Northwest Outing in Eau Claire at
the Wild Ridge Golf Course
fee members are removed from the roster and not
added back until the local chapter does this. The
• Tuesday, July 16: Northeast Outing in De Pere at
members then are not eligible for membership benefits
Mid Vallee Golf Course
and they will not receive any state or national
• Monday, July 29: Southern Outing in Middleton at
correspondence or information.
Pleasant View Golf Course
We need your help to ensure that your chapter remains
Registration is $85 per person ($340 per foursome) for
current and up-to-date. We are asking you to remind
your leaders to send in their rosters, as well as, a list of each outing, which includes 18 holes of golf, cart rental,
current officers and their contact information as soon as continental breakfast and a buffet luncheon hosted by a
local celebrity guest.
possible after August 1. The absolute deadline will be
December 1 to submit the roster and January 2, 2020 to To register, call (608) 831-5058, or add your team online
pay for the roster. This will help ensure that you get the at www.wisconsinffafoundation.org/events. The lunchmost from your membership.
eon program is available for non-golfers at $15 per
We are also asking you to provide your leaders with

ticket.
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Diversified Livestock (Combined) - Sauk Prairie - Sarah E. Albers
Equine Science (E) - Waupaca - Niamh A. Sexton
Equine Science (P) - Marshfield - Dara H. Stichert
Fiber and Oil Crop Production (Combined) - Randolph CambriaFriesland - Ethan T. Hamann
Food Science & Technology (Combined) - Kiel - Kendra
Preissner

Congratulations Wisconsin FFA Stars

Food Service (Combined-State Only) - Mauston - Abigail M.
Voss



Star Farmer - Collin Wille - Rice Lake



Forage Production (Combined) - Randolph Cambria-Friesland Dillin R. Schulz

Star in Agricultural Placement - Jeremy Schlies - DenForest Management (Combined) - Pittsville - Tyler T. Gardner
mark



Star in Agribusiness - Zach Wiegel - Shullsburg

Fruit Production (Combined) - Granton - Rhiannon F. Reimer

Congratulations to Wisconsin FFA

Goat Production (Combined) - Waupaca - Everlah A. Riley

Proficiency Winners

Grain Production (E) - Randolph Cambria-Friesland - Seth J.
Cupery

Ag. Mechanics Design & Fabrication (Combined) - Randolph
Cambria-Friesland - Joseph A. Pulver

Grain Production (P) - Jefferson - Tyler J. Heine

Ag. Mechanics Repair & Maintenance (E) - Seymour - Garret K.
Karweick

Home and/or Community Development (Combined) - Weyauwega-Fremont - Katelyn J. Loehrke

Ag. Mechanics Repair & Maintenance (P) - WeyauwegaFremont - Kyle J. Loehrke

Landscape Management (Combined) - Barron—Tristan M.
Massie

Agricultural Communications (Combined) - Beaver Dam Delanie G. Senn

Nursery Operations (Combined) - Manawa - Colton C. Wegener

Agricultural Education (Combined) - Badger - Bryn L. Rohde
Agricultural Processing (Combined) - De Pere - Alicia A. Baroun
Agricultural Sales (E) - Shullsburg - Zachary S. Woodworth

Organic Agriculture - Lancaster - Jeremiah R. Ihm
Outdoor Recreation (Combined) - Beaver Dam - Alexis Luedtke
Poultry Production (Combined) - Weyauwega-Fremont Brenton L. Wardall

Agricultural Sales (P) - Mishicot - Katie Koeppel

Sheep Production (Combined) - Spooner - Jacquelyn E.
Rosenbush

Agricultural Services (Combined) - Denmark - Kyle G. Propson

Small Animal Production & Care (Combined) - Randolph Cambria-Friesland - Hailey E. Hendrickson

Agriscience Research-Animal Systems - Shullsburg - Madison
M. Russell
Agriscience Research-Plant Systems - Shullsburg - Reagan R.
Russell
Beef Production (E) - Osseo-Fairchild - Brooke Welke
Beef Production (P) - Weyauwega-Fremont - Lauren M. Dykes
Dairy Production (E) - Bonduel - Colin R. Wussow

Specialty Animal Production (Combined) - Beaver Dam - Shane
Lapen
Specialty Crop Production (Combined) - Amherst - Makayla
Konkol
Swine Production (E) - Darlington - Carson D. Lobdell
Swine Production (P) - Tomah - Travis J. Von Haden

Dairy Production (P) - Hillsboro - Brooks A. Mitchell

Turf Grass Management (Combined) - Sauk Prairie - Olivia M.
Davis

Diversified Agricultural Production (Combined) - Janesville
Craig - Anne C. Runde

Vegetable Production (Combined) - Randolph CambriaFriesland - Levi H. Alsum

Diversified Crop Production (P) - Columbus - Kyle Paulson

Veterinary Science (Combined) - Mineral Point - Sara M.
Heisner

Diversified Horticulture (Combined) - Randolph CambriaFriesland - Jeremy W. Hoekstra

Wildlife Production and Management (Combined) - Pulaski Kayla M. Reed
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