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UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 13 - 16 :  State FFA Convention in Madison 

June 15:  Alumni Council Meeting @ Convention 

June 26 - 30:  WAAE Professional Development        

Conference 

July ???:  2024 Convention Planning Meeting 

July 10:  2023 Convention Planning Meeting 

 



Greetings From The President 

Greetings fellow FFA Alumni & 

Supporters members, 

My name is Terri Wilfert from the 

Mishicot FFA Alumni chapter and I 

am serving as your state president 

for this year.  I am excited to share 

we started our year off with a bang 

by celebrating our 50
th
 year as an organization!  

It was great to see such a nice turnout for the 

weekend in Rothchild in early February as every-

one was excited to be able to hold an in-person 

convention. Sections 1, 2, 3 and 7 did a great job 

in planning a successful convention and we 

THANK YOU for your time and dedication to the 

organization. 

We are celebrating 50 years as an organization 

that supports and promotes our local agriculture 

education programs, our students and our ag 

teachers.  How appropriate was the theme 

“Honoring our Heritage and Cultivating the Fu-

ture” as we were able to look back at everything 

we have accomplished and look forward to 

where we can go as an organization.   

Everything is constantly changing and we must 

adapt and change with it if we are to survive and 

thrive. As an organization, we have gone through 

some changes the past few years and continue 

to thrive in spite of them. That is a tribute to you, 

our members, who are so supportive of our ag 

teachers and their programs so that they can 

best serve their students. We have many diverse 

programs throughout the state and that is repre-

sentative of how diverse agriculture is across the 

state of Wisconsin.  We are not ‘one size fits all’ 

as is reflected in our range of programs from pro-

duction agriculture to landscaping and floriculture 

programs, to agriscience programs. The constant 

is leadership programs that are available to all 

students no matter their locale. 

As part of our changing environment, it is im-

portant that adults that were never a part of FFA 

in their high school years, realize that they also 

can be FFA Alumni members.  Anyone that sup-

ports or helps our ag teachers and their students 

in any way, can be a member of our organiza-

tion.  And now with the affiliation program, there 

are NO individual annual dues and makes it easi-

er for anyone to join.  

Communication continues to be an important part 

of our organization to be able to get information 

out to our members and something that we con-

tinue to improve on.  It is imperative we have ac-

curate email addresses as that is our main 

means of contact with you.  Please make sure 

we have your correct email information so that 

you do not miss any important information that 

we may need to share with you including info 

about your section meetings and other state and 

national news. 

Another way to support our organization is to be-

come a lifetime member.  ‘Why should I become 

a lifetime member?’ you may ask. Lifetime mem-

bership is an investment in the future of the or-

ganization. Each year we receive leadership dol-

lars from the national organization based on our 

lifetime memberships.  All those dollars are used 

for leadership scholarships and conferences for 

our students. It truly is a way to support our stu-

dent members going forward.  

Please reach out to your section representatives 

and invite them to any activities that you may 

have throughout the year or if you have any 

questions.  They are here to help you in any way 

they can.   

In closing, thank you for all you do to promote 

and support the agriculture education programs, 

the ag teachers and students in your local com-

munities.  

Terri Wilfert 

Tax Time 

Alumni chapters are reminded that they must be 
filing 990 N forms, at the minimum, each year 
online. In order to maintain your tax exempt sta-
tus.  This only takes a few minutes, and it takes 
much more time and money to be reinstated lat-
er.  Many chapters are finding their status re-
voked.  Check out nationals link for more infor-
mation:  https://ffa.app.box.com/s/
vh1d4ibsgbyskfu2401yv58wmeahcpxn 

https://ffa.app.box.com/s/vh1d4ibsgbyskfu2401yv58wmeahcpxn
https://ffa.app.box.com/s/vh1d4ibsgbyskfu2401yv58wmeahcpxn


2022 Alumni Convention 

The Wisconsin FFA Alumni & 

Supporters Association 42nd 

convention and annual meeting 

was held February 4-5 at the 

Central Wisconsin Expo Center 

in Rothschild. This year’s con-

vention theme was “Honoring 

our Heritage, Cultivating our 

Future,” as the association celebrated the 50th anni-

versary of their charter.  Past convention memorabilia 

was displayed throughout the weekend and several 

interesting historical facts were shared at the various 

activities. 

About 240 FFA Alumni members and guests from 

across the state of Wisconsin attended this year’s 

event.   The convention kicked off Friday afternoon 

with a state council meeting, followed by tour options 

and a dinner buffet.  Convention attendees were then 

treated to an evening of  music and dancing with a 

performance from the band High Mileage.   Saturday 

morning kicked off with breakfast and opening ses-

sion, followed by section meetings. 

The 2021-22 Wisconsin FFA Officer Team played a 

vital role in the operation of the convention.  They 

helped open the first convention Saturday morning by 

assisting in the presentation of the colors and as a 

group leading the convention attendees in the nation-

al anthem.  They helped with section meeting dele-

gate registration, business meeting and election and 

presented a very moving reflection program.  They 

also conducted two workshops, one on social media 

and the other on building leaders in the Alumni organ-

ization.  The 2021-22 team was recognized for all be-

ing Lifetime members, of both the state and national 

FFA Alumni and the 2020-21 team was honored for 

being named a 100% State Lifetime Team at the na-

tional convention this past fall.   

Members heard from the various leaders of the other 

organizations, whom are part of Team Ag Ed, and 

were presented the annual financial report and budg-

et during the annual business meeting.  There were a 

few bylaws changes adopted at the meeting and 4 

different resolutions passed. 

The closing session was full of numerous awards and 

recognition. Several teachers were honored with Out-

standing Agriculture Educator Awards, earning a 

cash prize.  These included, Troy Talford & Sally  

Ladsten from Sauk Prairie, Daniel Robinson from  

Lomira, Marty Nowak from Denmark, Mariah 

Markhardt & Walter Taylor from Oconto Falls and 

Katie Reider from Granton. 

Brian Jeffrey (BJ) Chrisler from Sauk Prairie was pre-

sented the Outstanding Young Member Award.   

The association started a new award category this 

year, recognizing the efforts of a chapter to promote 

their activities and mission utilizing various forms of 

media.  Elkhorn FFA Alumni was chosen as the state 

winner of the first annual Public Relations Award.  

Stoughton received second place and Sauk Prairie 

received third place honors. 

Weyauwega-Fremont FFA Alumni & Supporters was 

named the Outstanding State Chapter in the small 

division and Waupaca was named Outstanding 

Chapter in the medium division.  Winning the large 

division was the Granton FFA Alumni & Supporters. 

Denmark and Granton FFA Alumni & Supporters 

chapters received gold ratings in the National Out-

standing Chapter Awards and will have their applica-

tions submitted to the national level of competition.  

Denmark was also recognized as the overall winner 

in this area. 

Outstanding Achievement awards were presented to 

Matt Wavrunek of Denmark, Charlotte Johnson of 

Granton and Angela Baeten of Oconto Falls.  John-

son and Baeten will be advancing to National compe-

tition. 

The Dr. V.O. and Ann Martinson Award is given to 

the FFA Alumni who had the greatest increase in life-

time members.  Denmark FFA Alumni & Supporters 

is this year’s recipient.   

Sue Slotty from Sauk Prairie was presented the 

Team Ag Ed Contributor award for her support of 

FFA, FFA Alumni and Agriculture Education. 

John Hromyak recently left the position as Executive 

Director of the Wisconsin FFA Foundation, so the 

council presented him with a plaque of appreciation 

for his service to the organization. 

Retiring council members were recognized.  They are 

Gary Eibergen from Granton and Rudy Kaderly, retir-

ing president from Juda. 

Retiring Wisconsin FFA Alumni & Supporters Presi-
dent Nate Zimdars shared his final address, sharing 
how FFA changed his life as a young member. 

 



2022-23 Wisconsin Council  

Members 

 Section 1- Dave Clausen, Amery & Jerry 
Larsen, Luck 

 Section 2– Vacant 

 Section 3- Derek Trescher & Chris Blank both 
from Cashton 

 Section 4– Rick Bockhop, Platteville & Nick   
Huffman, Pecatonica 

 Section 5- Nick Lowe, Stoughton & Dan  
Ziegler, New Glarus 

 Section 6- Bobbi Jo Kunz, Waupun & Al        
Justmann, Oakfield 

 Section 7- Will Litzer, Edgar & Mike Sabel,      
Auburndate 

 Section 8-  Rene’   Lehman, Waupaca & Traci 
Sumner, Pulaski 

 Section 9– Nicole Wallander, Kiel & Missy 
Steffes, New Holstein 

 Section 10- Gene Hetebrueg, Kewaskum & 
Amy Voigt, Lakeside Lutheran 

 

President - Terri Wilfert 

President Elect - Bobbie Jo Montgomery 

Vice President - Grant Staszak 

 

Nate Zimdars became Past President at the con-
vention, but has since resigned from the council 
due to a position change at work that caused 
meeting conflicts.  The executive committee has 
recommended that Rudy Kaderly, last year’s past 
president, fill that position for the remainder of 
the year.  This will be voted on at the full council 
meeting in June. 

 

We are also currently still looking for reps in sec-
tion 2.  Please contact  

execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org for more infor-
mation. 
 

Grant Information 
 

Wisconsin FFA Alumni & Supporters have two 
grants available for local chapters.  
  
The first grant is for chapters that are newly 
formed or reactivated in order to help them get 
started. 
 
The second grant is a chapter support grant that 
is to assist chapters that are struggling for funds 

or may need support to help with their local FFA 
chapter.   
 
Both of these grants are further explained, and 
the applications and follow-up reports are provid-
ed at https://wisconsinaged.org/alumni/awards-
and-grants/. 
 
The council awards committee is currently re-
viewing the grants and looking at future updates 
for additional grant funding, so watch the news-
letter and the website for updates. 
 
This is a reminder that National FFA Alumni also 
has four grants, all on one application form, with 
two different due dates yet coming (June 1 and 
September 1). 
These include: 

*Legacy Grant-Creating an alumni-($500) 

*Legacy Grant-Improving an alumni-($500) 

*Legacy Grant-Partnering with the FFA-($1000) 

*Give Back to Your Roots-($5000) 

All of these applications can be found at: 
https://www.ffa.org/alumni-and-supporters/
chapter-opportunities/ 

 

WI FFA Foundation Golf Outings 
 

Mark your calendars now as the Wisconsin FFA 
Foundation is planning their annual summer golf 
outings.  Check out the special offers for alumni 
chapters. 

 

mailto:execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org
https://wisconsinaged.org/alumni/awards-and-grants/
https://wisconsinaged.org/alumni/awards-and-grants/
https://www.ffa.org/alumni-and-supporters/chapter-opportunities/
https://www.ffa.org/alumni-and-supporters/chapter-opportunities/


National FFA RDC 

This past month several of our council members 
participated in the national FFA Remote Devel-
opment Conference online and found it to be 
very informational for local members as well.  
They are offering another round May 16 - 19.   
 
Sessions are only one hour per day, from 11 AM 
to noon, and you can pick and choose which 
days work into your schedule or interests.  
 
To participate go to zoom.us and enter in the fol-
lowing:  
Zoom Meeting ID: 878 0138 5493   
Zoom Passcode:  FFARDC 
 
The various day agendas include: 
 
Monday - Plan: Starting or revitalizing a chapter, 
connecting with and engaging members, commu-
nication  
 

Tuesday - Develop: Affiliation and rosters, social 
media and marketing, FFA.org  

 

Wednesday - Do: Equity, diversity, and inclusion, 
helping students and teachers, filling the talent 
pipeline  

 

Thursday - Reflect: Award and grant applica-
tions, impact and advocacy, mentoring  
 

WLC Scholarships 
The Wisconsin FFA Alumni and Supporters is 

pleased to announce that we will be awarding 28 

different $ 600, WLC scholarships this year!   

Because of not having the WLC program the last 

2 years due to covid, we doubled the number of 

recipients for this year only. 

In addition, since the cost of the program is in-

creasing, we increased the scholarships from     

$ 450 to $ 600. 

Please note that our policy guarantees at least 

one per section, so with doubling the number of 

recipients this year, we increased that to two per 

section guaranteed.  However, there were no ap-

plicants for sections 2, 3 or 5 and only one from 

section 4, so the extra scholarships were award-

ed to the highest scoring applicants from other 

sections.  Please encourage your FFA members 

to apply in the future. 

Congratulations to this year’s recipients: 

FFA Member  FFA Chapter Section 
Deidra Meyer  Amery  1 
Emma Johnson Amery  1 
Dylan Fradette  River Valley 4 
Ethan Lulich  Mauston 6 
Haley Williams  R-C-F  6 
Lizzy Reinart  Granton 7 
Ashlee Hamm  Greenwood 7 
Carter Grove  Marshfield 7 
Jenna Foemmel Marshfield 7 
Sierra Bakke  Owen-Withee 7 
Gabrielle Goessl Owen-Withee 7 
Rachel Boehlke Thorp  7 
Jacob Harbaugh Clintonville 8 
Kaylee Ferfecki Pulaski  8 
Braden Parman Waupaca 8 
Gage Anderson Waupaca 8 
Ashley Loehrke Wey.-Fremont 8 
Bethany Magdanz Wey.-Fremont 8 
Julie Koeppel  Mishicot 9 
Natalie Braun  Mishicot 9 
Savannah Sinkula Mishicot 9 
Henry Koerner  Big Foot 10 
Mary Schrieber East Troy 10 
Macie Kruse  Elkhorn 10 
Piper Nuehring Elkhorn 10 
Allison Loosen  Slinger  10 
Ben McMeeken Slinger  10 
Paul Loosen  Slinger  10 
  

Raffle Update 

As part of the alumni convention, we held the 

drawing for the statewide cash raffle, which 

kicked off this fall, sponsored by Wisconsin FFA 

Alumni & Supporters & Foundation.  Profits, total-

ing just over $ 34,000, will be used for special 

FFA programs this year.  Winners included: 

1st Place - $10,000 - Jill Welke, Osseo 

2nd Place - $5,000 - Jackie Schoenherr, Neillsville 

3rd Place - $2,500 - David Brueggen, Cashton 

4
th
 Place - $1,000 - Juliette Weininger, Fond du Lac 

5th Place - $ 500 - Ed Flurry, Oakfield 



Special Thanks to Our Major 2022 Convention Sponsors 
 

Living to Serve (Perennial $ 4,000 +) 

 
 

 

 
 

                                   Diamond ($ 2500+) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                             
Star ($ 1500 - $ 2499) 

 
 
 
 
    

 Platinum ($ 1000 - $ 1499) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you are a business that would like to become a sponsor and        

receive recognition in our newsletters, please contact  
execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org 

mailto:execdir@wisconsinffaalumni.org

